Publication: Business Report (Cape Times)
Date: Monday, July 23, 2018
Page: 12

Right of reply: Taking the Greenwash route to solve plastic crisis

Niven Reddy

THIS ARTICLE 1s in response to the article
titled “Are plastic alternatives a blessing
or a curse?” by Anton Hanekom, the exec-
utive director of Plastics SA.

The 1ssue with plastic 1s evident for
everyvone to see: it fills our streets and
waterways, and now we know that plastic
particles have entered our food systems
t00. So how do we address this 1ssue? How
can we prevent our families from ingesting
toxic plastic during every meal?

Certainly not through the continued
production of plastic.

Hanekom makes a compelling argument
that In South Africa recycling has saved
tons of CO, emissions and landfill space,
but what he does not mention is that we
are only recycling roughly 9 percent of the
plastic that we are producing.

It 1s pretty much an industry tactic to
lead us to believe that despite the ever-in-
creasing amount of plastic entering our
ecosystem, recycling is the answer. This
provides a convenlent excuse for the 1in-
dustry to continue to churn out massive
amounts of plastic packaging. We need to
shift from believing that recycling alone 1s
the solution to this problem.

The 1dea that people are to blame for
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plastic pollution was intentionally planted
by the fast-moving consumer goods 1ndus-
try to protect thelr business model. While
people do need to act responsibly and know
how to manage thelr waste, companies
producing this waste need to step up and
take some accountability.

Phasing out single-use plastic such as
sachets, straws and cutlery, while 1mple-
menting a separation at source programime,
would be the 1ideal start we need.

We have to start taking a zero waste
approach to waste management in our
country. Packaging that cannot be reduced,
reused or recycled should not be produced.

Furthermore, we cannot change from

plastic to another form of packaging and
continue to “over package”, tor this will
result in a future crisis. Who has not been
frustrated by the very many layers ot plas-
tic on one product?

Hanekom makes reference to the
amount of jobs that the recycling sector
creates. Waste pickers are an important
part of our waste management system,
sorting through waste 1n far tfrom ideal
conditions, like landfill sites or 1n the
streets.

Although they are responsible for a
large quantity of materials being diverted
from landfill, we are investing very little in
this key component of our waste manage-

ment system, according to the South Afri-
can Waste Pickers Assoclation. The glut
of new plastic in the marketplace Kkills the
plastic recycling economy, along with the
livelihoods of thousands of waste pickers.
To save our recycling economy, we S1m-
ply need to stop making so much plastic.

Niven Reddy is a campaigner at groundWork,
who co-ordinates the Atrican region tor GAIA.
GAIA is the Global Alliance tor Incinerator
Alternatives, a network of organisations who
believe in a just, zero waste world centred
around respect for ecological limits and
community rights, where burning and dumping
s replaced with people-powered solutions.



