
http://city-press.news24.com/Business/environmentalists-win-bid-to-stop-mining-in-

protected-area-for-now-20170628 

 

Environmentalists win bid to stop 
mining in protected area for now 
Lesetja Malope2017-06-28 12:11 

 
Wakkerstroom, where Atha Africa has mining rights. 
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The Centre for Environmental Rights has won a court bid to immediately stop an 

Indian-owned company from mining in an environmentally protected area in 

Mpumalanga. 

The centre, representing a coalition of civil society organisations, lodged an urgent 

application against Atha-Africa Ventures Pty Ltd with the North Gauteng High 

Court in Pretoria. 

Judge Hans Fabricius told the parties to go back to the negotiating table and, on 

their return on Wednesday, the court granted an order that Atha-Africa should give 

the Centre for Environmental Rights’ lawyers three weeks written notice before 

commencing with any mining or mining-related activities. 

The centre launched the urgent application against the backdrop that the company 

may have had to start work on the site on Wednesday, exactly a year after the 

approval of its environmental programme. 

It’s mining rights required it to commence work within a year and that was why the 

environmentalists rushed to court. 

The coalition is also involved in another litigation process against the various 

departments, including of the mineral resources department, that issued licences 

to the company relating to the mine as the area is inside the Mabola Protected 

Environment outside Wakkerstroom in Mpumalanga. 

The coalition consists of groundWork, the Mining and Environmental Justice 

Community Network of South Africa, Earthlife Africa Johannesburg, Birdlife South 

Africa, the Endangered Wildlife Trust, Federation for a Sustainable Environment, 

Association for Water and Rural Development and the Bench Marks Foundation, 

and is represented by the Centre for Environmental Rights. 

Catherine Horsfield, the centre’s mining programme head, said the court victory 

was important because the coalition was challenging all the licences granted to 

the mine, and both parties were also disputing what licences mine would require. 

“In view of the irreversible damage that would be caused by mining in this 

important area, the coalition will take all steps necessary to prevent mining from 

commencing, including further court proceedings.” she said. 

Horsfield said the coalition was still pursuing the judicial review of the mining 

rights, which were only granted in 2015 after the area was also declared a 



protected area; the appeal of the environmental authorisation, awaiting a hearing 

before a panel that will advise the Mpumalanga Environment MEC; the appeal of 

the water use licence, awaiting hearing by the Water Tribunal; the appeal of the 

environmental management programme, awaiting a decision by the of mineral 

resources department as well as a judicial review of the environment and mining 

ministers’ decision to allow mining in a protected area. 

However, despite disputing with the Centre for Environmental Rights over 

approvals, the company said, in response to City Press that it could not give a 

new time frame on when they would be commencing pre-construction works 

because it was awaiting approvals from various departments. 

The mine is expecting to a run-of-mine production at full ramp-up of 2.25 million 

tons a year of export quality coal for 17 to 20 years’ life of mine. 

At full capacity, the mine said it would be employing about 567 people. 

One of Atha-Africa’s shareholders is Bashubile Trust which has President Jacob 

Zuma’s nephews, Sizwe Christopher Zuma and Vincent Gezinhliziyo Zuma as 

trustees. 
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